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Task 1

Things always change in an unexpected way. Please describe a thing you have recently done that, ten years ago, you never imagined you would do.

Sample Answer:

Working as a Simultaneous interpreter is a remarkable and unexpected thing for me in the past. It’s extremely difficult to achieve since I did not show any talent in language learning. In fact, as an interpreter, it requires us to master good language skills. Like be capable to switch seamlessly between two languages, like my ability expressing thoughts clearly and concisely in both languages, and more intimate familiarity with both cultures. That’s pretty cool, but clearly I can’t. Because of the shyness and weak grammar even awkward phrasing, any of them could be a huge obstacle in my way of language learning. Until one day, I receive the contempt from peers in the class, at that moment, I was shocked to realize that it’s time to change the current situation. Why not try to enjoy and appreciate the subject and combine it in our daily life. That’s when surprise starts, exactly from the conscious awareness.(155 words)

Task 2

You live in a crowded city with only one green space-the city park. The government recently proposes to build a housing complex on this only green space. Do you think this is a good idea?

Sample Answer:

My firm position is that the government should not do this. Since it’s the only green space-the city park which will help to encourage citizens to lead healthier lifestyles, because it can reduce money spent on insurance and medical care. People who live in the narrow apartment are under great pressures, so it’s more likely for them to become depressed .if you can easily find a space to build your body or walk in a park with your friends or family members, it would be a great relief .If more individuals have an incentive to do preventive health care, they would enjoy their longevity, and at the same time provide more labor force and fortune to the society Also, It is of more benefits for the government,  people’s being healthy is good for our economic growth and the social harmony. If the government adjusted to build more housing complex, it would bring us lower life quality and chaotic situations. Consequently, clearing a space for citizen is worthwhile.(167 words)

Task 3

阅读

标题：Professor should grade all students’ assignment

好处：

原因1：Professor can give more detailed and useful feedback compared with those graduate students, who might be learning themselves.

原因2：Professor can have a better understanding of students’ progress and adapt the class to students’ need.

听力

态度：不同意

原因一： graduate students批改作业分散任务，不累。通常一个班级100多人，如果教授一个人要批改所有作业，教授会很辛苦，并且没有那么多时间。

原因二：目前教授也能很好地了解学生的学习进度，因为教授每个星期都要和graduate students讨论学生的作业情况。教授会花时间讲解学生作业中出现的问题。

Sample Answer:

A student proposes that professor should grade all the assignments because it can make sure that students will get more detailed response and make more progress easily. The man in the conversation doesn't think it’s a great idea. Firstly, he says it’s easy for graduates do that since the tasks would be dispersed. While is different for professor, they will feel tired and in fact they are always not available, Secondly, he mentions professors are also keeping close eye on every student based on the discussion with graduates about the course work. Besides, the problems which arises in the paper would be emphasized during the class. Therefore, because of these two reasons, the man agrees with the proposal. (118 words)

Task 4

阅读

标题： Fear Appeal

定义：When companies make advertisement to attract consumers, one of the strategies they adopt is called fear appeal. That is, they present some negative events or outcome people may encounter, and then provide solutions with their products or service.

听力

例子：The professor uses a construction company’s advertisement about roof maintaining to explain fear appeal. In the advertisement, a family was at first having vacation on a beach, laughing and enjoying their vacation. But at the same time, back in their house, water leaks like rainstorm. When they get back home, they say damage everywhere. Then the voice comes: you can avoid this in advance; hire our company to check and repair your roof and you will never be worried about such thing.

Sample Answer:

In the reading, it says that fear appeal is the strategy that companies make advertisements to encourage the consumers to buy their products and service. The professor uses one example to explain this concept. In the advertisement, a family was at first having vacation on a beach, laughing and enjoying their vacation, but at the same time, back in their house, water leaks like rainstorm. When they get back home, they say damage everywhere. Then the voice comes: you can avoid this in advance; hire our company to check and repair your roof and you will never be worried about such thing. (102 words)

Task 5

听力

问题：The woman cannot pay her bill because she used air-conditioner in the summer too much. She didn’t expect that the fee will be so expensive. She needs to pay in three weeks.

解决方案1：She can work more hours during her part-time job at the café.

优点1：She can earn enough money to pay the bill if she works on Friday.

缺点1：Her friends will come to visit her and she doesn’t leave her friends alone.

解决方案2：She can ask their parents for help.

优点2：Her parents definitely can pay the bill and she doesn’t need to worry about the money anymore.

缺点2：Her parents just paid textbooks for her recently. She doesn’t want to ask too much from parents.

Sample Answer:

The woman’s got a financial problem. She cannot pay her bill just because she used air-conditioner in the summer too much. There are two possible solutions. The first one is to work more hours during her part-time job at the cafe. But this will leave her friends alone. Another solution is to ask their parents for help. But it will make parents think she just asks too much from them. As for me, I prefer to choose the first one, since she should be responsible for herself and it will help to develop her independence. Another reason is that her friends will understand her considering her kind of tough spot, so she should be totally in charge of her own life.(121 words)

Task 6

听力

话题：Plants also have sensory ability.

要点1：sense the odor

例子1：Vines smell odors to detect water and nutrient.

要点2：sense the sound

例子2：some plants can sense the sound animals make to protect themselves. When they notice animals approaching, they can emit some chemical to prevent the animals from eating them

Sample Answer:

The professor talks about two kinds of sensory ability that plants own. The first point she raises is that they could sense the odor. For example, Vines are sensitive to smells, and they are capable to could smell odors in order to detect water and nutrients, so this will help them survive. The second point she mentions is that they could sense the sound. For example, some plants could sense the sound from animals so as to protect themselves. When they notice animals approaching, they can emit some chemical to prevent the animals from eating them. Based on the two examples, professor well explains plants’ sensory ability to us.

(109 words)
